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Context and rationale

The scale up of DOTS in India is a great public health accomplishment, and yet undiagnosed and
poorly managed TB continues to fuel the epidemic. Recognizing these challenges, the
Government of India has set an ambitious goal of providing universal access to quality diagnosis
and treatment for all TB patients. Innovative tools and delivery systems in both the public and
private sectors are critical for reaching this goal. The current in-vitro diagnostics market in
India is dominated by imported and generic products, with virtually no innovations. But India
has the potential to solve its TB problem with “home-grown” solutions. Just as Indian pharma
and biotech companies revolutionized access to high-quality, affordable AIDS drugs and
hepatitis vaccines through generic production, Indian diagnostic companies could also become
the world’s hub for high-quality generic diagnostics. India also has the potential to lead the
world in developing innovative TB diagnostics. For this to happen, Indian industry must move
from the import and imitation approach to genuine innovation in both product development as
well as delivery. This will require permissive policies, enhanced funding, and greater
collaboration between government, donors, researchers and the private industry.
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